The general practice contract scheme: was it targeted?
to determine whether the contracted general practices were situated in areas of greatest health need. the health and equity index was used to determine the level of health need of the geographical location of the contracted practices. the health and equity index for the urban contracted practices showed a high level of health need. In the rural practices, the census area unit in which the practices were located showed a high level of health need, however when surrounding census area units were considered, they were located in areas of average health need. the general practice contract scheme was well targeted.